IT he thyrd part of the Homyly 
Ephe. 3. To hym whiche is able aboundantlye to do be⸗ 
ponde our deſyzes and thoughtes, accozdynge 
to the power woꝛkyng in vs: be glozy and 
pꝛayſe in his Churche by Chꝛiſte 
Jeſus koꝛ euer, wozide 
without ende. 
Amen. 
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ASERMON, 
HOMELIE, TO 


Mooue Compaſsion to- 


| wards the Poore and needie 
in theſe times: 


Vpon che wordes of the 


Apoſtle, Heb. 13. ver. 16. 
To doe good. &c, 
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9 6. 


SERMON VPON 
the vvords ofthe Apoſtle, 


to moue compaſsion towards 
the poore and needie in 
theſe times. 


Heb. iz. verſe 16. 


To doe good and to diſtribute forget 
not: for with ſuch ſacrifices God 


is well pleaſed. 


J Could wiſh with Lactantius, that 
2 we had as many good doers, as 

we haue good layers: Foz then 
. A ſhould J be moꝛe ſparing ot my 
E wondes and youmore plenteous 
2 in out works. But foz as much 
e eAasthe deudtton of manp reſteth 
inthe eare, and theirKetiginn in thetr lips: Coo 
2 l ; 


Verſe. 16 


Of Compaſsion - 

it neither troubleth their hearts, noꝛ their handes: 
the Apoſtle would haue vs to foꝛget that olde leſſon 
ofonely ſaying well, which euerie truant hath lear⸗ 
ned, and to remember this new leffon ok doing good, 
wherein is moꝛe hardnes. 

Jn the Apoſtles time the Loue of many was 
waren colde, and in our time the Charitte of mo} 
men is frolen vp, ſo that it is now high time to blow 
vp the dead ſparkels of Loue, and to kindle the cold 
coalesof Charitie, leaſt the light ol one be quite put 
out, by doing ol euill and the heate of the other bee 
cleane extinguiſhed, by fozgetting to doe good: Fox 
there are ſome lo lauaſh and pꝛodigall in doing oke⸗ 
uill, that they can not remember to doe good, and 
there be ſome ſo pinching and ſparing to doe good, 
that they haue foꝛgotten to giue Almes: Therefoze 
to pꝛeuent both the one and the other, J haue cholen 
— text, which pꝛouideth both foꝛ the one and the 


To doe good, and to diſtr ibute, forget not: for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed; + + 4 


7 Þele woꝛdes containe an Exhoꝛtation and a 
The Exhoꝛtation in theſe woꝛdes: 

To doe good, and to diſtribute, forget not- 
The Realon in theſe words 
For with ſuch facriſices God is well pleaſed 

In the Exhoꝛtation we muſt 
the Manner, and the Matter. 


der two things, 
The 


to the Poore. 2 
The Manner intheſe words, Forget not: 
The Matter in theſe wozdes, To doe good and 
to diſtribute, 
1 To doe good in general!: 
2 To diſtribute in ſpeciall, 
The Reaſon hath fower Motiues oz Induce⸗ 
ments. | = 
Firſt, we thereby become lacriſicers. 
Second, our good woꝛkes are ſacrifices, 
Thirdly, they are well pleaſingſacrifices. 
And fourthly, they are well pleaſing to God. 
Firſt, concerning the Manner, the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Forget not | fl 
When Simonides profeſſed to teach Themiſtocles 
the Art of Memoꝛie: J had rather, ſaith hee, thou 
wouldſt teach me the Art of Obliuion:foꝛ J remem- 
ber wel that J would remember: but J can not foꝛ⸗ 
get that J would foꝛget. It were hard toſay (if Si- 
monides were our maſter) whether wee had moꝛe 
neede ts bee taught to remember, oꝛ to fozget: Foz 
we remember the things wee ſhould foꝛget, and a⸗ 
gaine we foꝛget the things we ſhould remember. 
- Now inthe Memoꝛie there are two Facultiet, one 
to Conceaue, c the other to Retaine, both which are 
required of vs, if wee will bee good p2ofittents in 
Gods ſchoole. 5 | 
Moles therefoꝛe dealing with the Ilraelites (a 
people ot hard conceyte , and of weake retaining) 
who did neither eaſily acknowledge, noz firmely 
keepe in memoꝛie Gods benefits, requireth both of 
them Remember and forget not, But Salomon ſpeak- 
A 3 mg 


Of Compaſsion 


i eut. oy. tng to the young man, whole Conceite is quicke, and 
A Retention firme, giueth him onely a bare memento: 
Remember thy maker in the daies of thy youth. But 
5 here the Apoſtle diſtruſting rather our Ketentiue fa⸗ 
cler . cultie, than our Conceauing,putteth vs in mind that 
it is not ſufficient fo2 vs to haue good Notions and 
conceites,but we mult alſo make ſuch deepe Impꝛel⸗ 
lions and perfect obſeruations cf good things, that 
wee may bꝛing them fooꝛth into execution and acte, 
therefoze he ſaith to vs, Forget not. 
So then, this leſſon may not bee foꝛgotten: It 
Deut- s. s. muſt be as a Frontlet on the fozehead, as a Chayne a: 
"0-3-3. pout the necke, as a Bracelet about the armes, as the 
Stoanes of Remembrance bpon Aarons ſhoulderg, as 
£x04.:3.4. the Bzeſt plate of Judgement vpon his heart, and 
as the golden Belles at the ſkirtes of his garment. 
That whether wee goe in oꝛ out: whether wee lye 
downe oꝛ riſe vp. it may be alwaies beloꝛe our eyes, 
and ſounding in our eares, and not onely bee in our 
mouths, but alſo be engrauen in our harts. 
he — the matter, the Apoſtle woulde 
ue be: | L3G 
. . doe good in General: Ind to Diſtribute in Spe- 
Clall, : „ "7,54 
Firſt foꝛ the generall, Forget not to doe good. 
Mans life is both a warfaring, and a wayfaring 
vpon earth, neither ol which reſpects will ſuffer vs 
to be Idle: whether we colder the manifold toples 
that are incident to our life: Jn which reſpect Iob 
100.3. (aith: Man is bome to labour, as the ſparkels flye vp. 
wards, Fo that puniſhment was laide vpon Adam: 


In 


o 


to the Poore. 
In the ſweate of thy face ſhalt thou cate thy bread: Ind Gen. 5. is. 
the Pſalmilt ſatth tothe godly man: Thou ſhalt eate pfl. 128.2. 
the labour of thine one hands. And he that is labori- 
ous and induſtrious, is wiſe: But hee that is ſlouthfulll Prou· 16. J. 
and careleſſe, is the Sonne of confuſion? 
Whether we conlider the Negotiation and tra⸗ 
ficke, that is enioyned vs, foꝛ the attaining of the 
klugdome of heauen; oꝛ the labour x trauell ſoꝛ the 
hulbanding of Gods Vine peard: In which reſpect 
Chiiftſaithin one parable: Be tradingtil l come. And C 15. 2. 
in another parable; Why ſtand = heere all the daye at. 20-15 
Idle? Goe ye into my Vineyeard. 
Ind indeede, if we be true Chꝛiſtians, wee muſt 
not be Idle at any hand, foz that is inoꝛdinate wal⸗ 
king, againſt which the Apoſtle ſaith: Ifany man wil 2. Theſ. 3. c. 
not labour let him not eate, and hee teſtifieth of him- 
ſeife, That he did not eate any mans bread fornought, verſc. ir, 
but laboured night and day with his owne hands. 
Much leſle may we be Idle in Gods Uineyard: 
that is, in the duties ol Chꝛiſtianitie: See that yee be 
doers of the word, & not hearers only, deceiuing your James. 1.22. 
owne ſelues: For if any man heare the word and doe it 
not, hee is like (ſayth Saint James) to a man, be- 
holding his bodily face ina Glaſſe &c. And our Sa- 
utour Chꝛiſt, in the Golpel compareth Such as heare 
his word, and doe it, Toa wiſe builder, that ſets his Mat. 702 4. 
houſe vpon the Rocke, & tontraxiwiſe, Such as heare 
his word, and doe it not, To a fooliſh builderthat ſets 
his houſe > the Sand. And ſurely theſe Idle pꝛo⸗ 
feſſozs ſhall neuer come into the kingdome ok hea⸗ 
uen, but ſhall bee condemned koꝛ hypocrites, Who 


draw 


— —— — 


* 0 VERILAS AAS EAA re Oe — — — — — 
— . . PP 


—— 


Eſay 29. 13. 


Mat. 15.8. 


Mat. 20.19, 


I uc. 19,13 


Luc, 13.6. 


Jerome. 


Bernard, 


Of Compalston 


drawe nie to God with their lips, but their harts are 


farre trom him. 


Jftherefoze we lit all the day idle, as the loyte⸗ 


reꝛrs in the barable, we ſhal neuer receiue our penny: 


Oꝛ if we hide our Talent, as the idle ſeruant, it ſhall 
not onely bee taken from vs, but we allo ſhalbe con⸗ 
demned. Oꝛ if we bee like the kruitles fig tree in 
the middeſtofthe vineyarde; barren from peare to 
yeare,: we ſhalbe cut downe. | 4 10 

Therefoze while we haue time let vs doe good, 
that as S. Ierome ſaith, the Deuil may ũnd vs occu; 
pped, foꝛ he is not eaſily ſnared okthe Deuil, whois 
occupied in lome good erercife: Foz il we be eyther 
idle oꝛ not well occupyed: there are as Bernard ſaith 
thꝛee kindes of fewell, oz matter fit to take fire in 
man, and fit to burne and conſume vs, if they be not 
quenched with the waters of life: The firſt, is the 
ſtubble of vncleane thoughtes: The leconde, is the 
hayof wicked woꝛdes: The thirde, is the woode of 
vnlawfull woxkes: The laſt oftheſe caſt Adam out 
ol Paradile.and the leaſt of theſe will caſt vs into 
hell. But thankes be to God who hath in Chꝛiſt, as 
out of Patadiſe, ſent out thꝛee Riuers of | like, to 
quench this thꝛeetolde fewell of ſinne: The firlt.is 
the fountaine of his Mercie, to cleanſe our vncleane 
thoughts, there is the water of Remiſſion. The le⸗ 
cond, is the fountapne ol his Wiledome, to ſeaſon 
our vnſauozy words, there is the water of Dilcre⸗ 
tion: The thirde, is the fountaine of his Grace, to 
water the plants of our good woꝛkes, there is the 
water of Deuotion: Euen the cuppe of —_ 

| L 


to the poore. 6 


(if Imay fo callit)compounded of faith and wozks: 
Not of faith without wozkes, fox that is a dead car- 
bag. lam. 2.26. No of wozkes without faith, foꝛ 


they are not acceptable: For without faith it is im- Heb. 11.6. 
poſsible to pleaſe God. And againe, whatſoeuer Ig Rom.. 23. 


not of faith is ſinne. But ik there be a fulnes ol faith 
as it were Dauids —— an aboundance of cha- 
ritie, as it were Dauids ſcrippe: wee ſhalbe able to 
beat downe ſinne, as the great Goliah, and enemy 
ofour ſoules. 

Now it we will know what is good? and what 


itis to do good? then heare what the Apoſtleſatth. om . 12. 


The Law is holy, & the commandement is holy, and 
uſt, and good. So then, to dothe will of God, is 
to doe good: to walke in his commandements, is to 


doe good: which commandementes teach vs, To Titus 2.72. 


lue ſoberly, iuſtly, and godly in this preſent life: $0- 
berly, in regard ol our lelues, that we doe not diſho- 
10202 defile our ovone bodies Juſtly, towardes 
ourneighbours, that we violate not themin name, 
body, 02 goods: Religioufly, towardes God, that 
we hallowehis Sabboth,woxſhipping him aright. 

But thele bꝛanches are too general to be inlarged 
at this pꝛelent: we will come thereloꝛe to the ſpect- 
all bzanch ſet downe by the Apoſtle: To diſtribute. 
1 Mo foz doing good in ſpeciall. Forget not to ds 
tribute. 

There is (ſaith Auguſtine) a good that maketh 
good, and there is a good whereof we may do good. 
The good that — — is the fountayne of 
Grace, which is the efficient cauſe of all goodnes, 
B whercof 


4am. 1. 17. 


Pfal. 112,11 


Eccleſt. 17. 7, 


Verſe 2, 


Verſe 3. 


Verſe 47 


Of Compaſsion 


whereof Saint Iames fpeaketh: Euery good gifte, 
and euery perfect gift commeth from aboue, from the 
father oflightes: The good where with we may doe 
good, are the riches and ſubſtance which God endu⸗ 
eth men withall. Riches cannot make a man good, 
but men may doe good with them. Now then ſaith 
Auguſt. Thou wilt aſke me what ſhall J doe with 
my gold and ſiluer ac. Harken what Dauid ſaith: He 
hath diſperſed abroad, and giuen to the poore, his righ- 
teouſnes remayneth for euer. | 

The good theretoꝛe whichts to be done with our 
riches, ſtandeth cheelely in diſtributing them, to ſuch 
as haue need: which good is often in holy ſcriptures 
both commanded by Pꝛecept, and commended by 
Example vnto vs. 

Salomõ ſàith:Caſt thy bread vpõ the waters, for after 
many daies thou ſhalt findit. Is if he ſhold ſay:beſtow 
thy alms, where it may ſeem to be loſt:vet doubt not 
of thy rewarde, foꝛ ſurely thou ſhalt not loſe it. 

Giue a portion to ſeuen, and alſo to eyght: for thou 
knoweſt not what euill ſhall come vpon the earth. 
That is, be liberall to many, foz thou knoweſt not 
what may befall thy ſelfe. 

If the cloudes bee ful, they will powre forth rayne 
vpon the earth · And, in the place where the tree falleth, 
there it ſnall lie. Is if he ſhould lay, where there is 
plenty, there ought to be liberality, and whereſoe- 
uer it is beſtowed, there ſhall it be found. 

He that obſerueth the wind, ſhall not ſowe, and he 
that regardeth the cloudes, ſhal not reape. That is, he 


that delapeth his almes, and pꝛetendeth to waite a 


better 


to the poore. 7 
better oppoꝛtunitp, ſhalloſe the occaſion to do good. 

As thou knoweſt not the way ofthe wind, nor how y,,.c. ;. 
the bones do grow in the wombe of her that is with 
child;euen ſo thou knoweſt not the worke of God that 
worketh all. As if he ſhould ſay,doubt not ofthe euent 
ofthy liberalitie, though the reaſon be not euident. 

In the morning ſowethy ſeede, and in the eueninge 
let not thy hande reſt : for thou knoweſt not whether 
ſhall proſper this or that, or whether both ſnalbe a like 
good: That is, take euery oppoztumty to do good # 
leaue the euent to God. The Pꝛophet Elay condem- 
ning the faſting ofthe hypocrites of his time, ſetteth 
downe the frutes oꝛ ſignesot a religious faſt, ſpea- 
king in the perlon ol God: Is not this the faſt that plea- E. 51, 6 &; 
ſeth me, to deale thy bread to the hungrie, to bring the 
poore that wandreth into thy houſe, when thou ſeeſt 
the naked that thou couer him, and hide not thy face 
from thine owne fleſh. Ad to the ſame purpoſe ſaith 14m. 1.27, 

S. lam. Pure deuotion &4ndefiled before God the Fa- 

ther is this, to viſite the fatherles & widows,in their ad- 
uerſitie, &c. And our Sauiour Chuift, whoſe exhoꝛ⸗ 
tations are a lawe to vs, doth often ſtirre vs vp to 

this diſtribution: Sell that ye haue, and giue almes, urg: 
make ye bags that waxe not olde, lay ye vp a treaſure 
that can neuer fayle in heauen, where no theefe com- 

meth, neither moth corrupteth. &c. And S. Paule 

giueth a chargeto Timothy, to bee laide vpon rich 11m 6. 1 
men: Charge them that be rich in this world, that they 13.19 

dee not high minded, nor truſt in vncertaine riches? 

but in the liuing God, who giueth ys all things, boun- 

dantly to enioy: That N ey doe good, that they bee 
THEY 2 


rich 


Verſe 6. 


Mat. 18. 10, 


ron. 5. 16 


Of Compaſsion 
richin good workes,& ready todiſtribute, & commu. 
nicate: laying vp for themſelues a good foundation 
for the time to come, that they may obtaine euerlaſt- 
ingliſe. In which woꝛds, the Apoſtle beateth down 
the pꝛide of rich men, and their vaine confidence in 
riches, which is the pꝛoppe of their pꝛide, whereby 
the pooꝛe are contemptible in their eyes, who yet are 
our owe fleſh. Eſay 58. 6. Bea Gods image, and 
Chꝛiſtes members.and b:ethzen Mar. 25. 40. And 
thereloꝛe he ſaith : See that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe 
little ones. And Saint Augulſtinefaith, when thou 
meeteſt a pooꝛe man in the lireetes,conſider that he 
is aman created after Gods image though he bee 
pocꝛe, naked, and miſerable,yet beware thou deſpiſe 
him not, luch as he is, take heed thou limite him not, 
take heede thou dꝛiue him not away. : 

And againe he ſaith: uohen an almes1ts asked 
of thee,conlider who it is that asked thee who thou 
art, of whomit is aſked, @ what itis that is aſked, 
Dee that aſteth is a man, ſo art thou of whöõ it is al⸗ 
ked, and the thing acked is no other than that which 
wag giuen thee beloꝛe, not onely to emop, but with 
dur enioy doe good to other · Euen as Salo- 
mon willeth vs: That our fountaine ſhoulde flowe 
forth, asthe riuers of water in the ſtreetes. 

Wee are all Gods beggers, that God thereloꝛe 
may acknowledge his beggers, let vs not deſpiſe 
ours. Thou wilt ſay (faith Saint Auguſtine) J 
am not ſuch a one, God fozbid I ſhold be ſuch aone- 
Heis baſe and beggarly, 2 woꝛſhipkull and 
rich, xc. Tell not me (laith . 


8 


— 
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your apparell, oꝛ other externall thinges, but marke 
me the equality ot nature, remember the day ol your 
birth remember the day ol your death,: there is no 
difference in the one, oꝛ the other, both weake, both 
miſerable. Thou cameſt lately into the would, and 
haſt found much, that was thy good hap: He came 
lately into the woꝛld c lound little, yet his hap was 
not ill. Abide a while a nature will take away this „ ., 
ods. Naked cameſt thou out of thy Mothers womb, e 
naked ſhalt thou returne to the earth, our common . 7: 
Mother: For wee brought nothing into this worlde, 
neither ſhall wee carrie anie thing out of this worlde, 
&c. In the meane time it is his part Ragare to aſke 
and it is thy part Erogare to glue. Gen. 38. 3. 
In which caſe, wee are not left void of examples: & -.z 
F0z Abraham and Lot, were both bountifull, ofthat ;..,.... 
which God had bleſled them withall, and ſpent it in 
holpitalitie, and lodging of ſtrangers, whereby they 
entertayned Angels vnawares, as witneſſeth the 
Apoſtle, encouraging other to doe the like, that they 
may haue the like euent. 
Holy lob doth not vainely boaſt ofhimſelſe, when 
hee pꝛoteſteth and wilheth a heauie iudgement a⸗ tob 37.16. 
gainſt hinelte: If I reſtrained the poore of their de- 17. &c. 
e, or cauſed the eies of the widowe to faile, or haue 
eaten my morſell alone, & the fatherles hath not eaten 
thereof, for &c. If I haue ſeene any periſh for want 
of clothing, or any poore without couering. If his 
loynes did not bleſſe mee becauſe hee was warmed 
wich the fleece of my ſneepe &c. Let mine arme fall 
from my ſhoulders &c. O what apatterne haue 10 
| ric 


1 Mat, S. 17. 
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rich men in this man, ifthey wold endeuour to come 
any thing neere it. 

Jn the Goſpel Chꝛiſt is both our patterne, and our 
teacher, w ho ealeth all that cometo him ol their bo⸗ 
dily inſirmities : and though he had no great ſhew ol 
wealth, vet he gaue to the pooe, as appeareth Io. iz. 
29. And as the rich women mmiſtred to him of their 
ſubſtace,ſo he miniſtred to other ok his ſtoꝛe. Luc. 8.3. 

And to the ſhame of all fruiteles Chiſtians it is 
ſaid,that euen beloze his calling to chꝛiſtianity, Cor. 
nelius faſted, prayed, and gaue almes. b 

And in commendation of Tabitha, that ſhe was full 
of good workes and almes deedes which ſhe did; the 


widddowes which lamented her death, ſhewed Saint 


Peter the toates t garments. which ſhe had made 
to cloath the pooꝛe withall. f 
Now this Office ol diſtributing is not onely pꝛi⸗ 
nate, but publicke, and appertayneth to the Magi⸗ 
ſtrate, as wel as to other rich men. Foꝛ, diſtribution 
muſt be made both pꝛiuately, and publikely, both of 
our pꝛiuate wealth, and common ſtocke. It apper⸗ 
tayneth theretoꝛe vnto the Magiltrates,firit to pꝛo⸗ 
uide, and then to diſtribute, fox they are called Fees 
ders: In which caſe, they muſt bee both, careful 
to pꝛeuent, and diligent to content the | 
of the people, as Moyſes was when the peo- 
ple of Iſraell murmured: one while, fo bzead Exod, 


16. an other while, foz water Exod. 17. aàu o- 


ther while, foꝛ fleſh Nomb. 11. whereat no doubt 
Moiſes was greatly greeued, & was careful to ap- 
peaſe them. They muſt be as Ioſeph, good Rewards 
| to 


to the poore, 


to pꝛouide in time ol plentie, fox the dearth to come, 
that they may preſerue the life of their bꝛethzen. 
Gen. 41. 8c, In which cale if it might pleaſe them 
totake a view ofa iitle bookintituled, T he Regimer 
of Pouerty, I Doubt not but they ſhalbe greatly di⸗ 
rected thereby. | 

Nether muſt this charge of pꝛouiſion, be wholly 
layde bponthe common ſtocke,but they themlelues 
allo, muſt liberally conferre of their pꝛiuate goods, to 
helpe the common ſtocke, that their example may 
induce others. Foꝛ when it is laide in the Golpell - 
That the rich men caſt in their giftes into the Treaſo- 
ry, it is implied, that ſome among them were ma⸗ 
giſtrates. And if Dauid, would not offer ſacrifice to 
God, of that which coſt him nought: no moꝛe may 
bur rich men, make this ſacrifice to God, of that 
which coſt them nothing. herein wee haue a moit 
royall example, in the Queenes Maieſties bounti⸗ 
full beneuolence, towardes the pooze of the Cittie of 
London to induce the liberality ot her ſubiectg. 

In this diſtribution allo. a pꝛopoꝛtiõ mult be kept 
both on the behalfe of the diſtributoꝛs, and on the be⸗ 
halk ol thole which receiue the diſtributiõ: Foz, in the 
one, an Arithmetical pꝛopoꝛtion is to be kept: And 
in the other, the pꝛopoꝛtion Geometricall is to bee 


kept. : 

Fox they that haue much, mult caſt in the moꝛe: 
And they that haue little, may giue the leſle. Mar. 
12, 41. Again, euery mans neceſſity muſt be relieued- 
but ſome mans woꝛthines, may make him the ra- 


ther to be releeued: Accozding to the rule of the a⸗ 
BD 4 poſtle : 


Lnc,-7.2 


2 Sam. 24.2 43 


W 


Gal. 6. 10. 


Mat. 6.3 


Juc. 17. 10. 
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poſtle: Doe good vnto all men, but eſpecially to thoſe 
that are ofthe houſhold of faith. And therefoze Ber- 
nard ſaith: Let the Loꝛds ſtewards carefully take 
heed, that they diſtribute not the Loꝛds almes vn⸗ 
aduiſediy: That they giue not ſome, to luch as ſhould 
haue none, and none, to them that ſhoulde haue 
ſome, much, to them that ſhould haue little, and lit⸗ 
tle to them that ſhould haue much. 

Finally, the affection in diſtributing is to bee re- 
garded: Firſt, that it be doone in umplicitie. Rom. 
12. 8. that is, accozding to the truſt committed to 
them: Let not him that carrieth — 
das, Ioh, 12.6. Leſt vnder pꝛetente ot releeutng the 
pooze, he do both robbe the pooꝛe, and grudge at the 
colt beſtowed on Chꝛiſt. 

Secondly, that it be done with cheerfulnes, Rom. 
12. 8. For God loueth a cheerefullgiuer. And ſo, whe⸗ 
ther it bee much oꝛ little, it is eſteemed accoꝛding to 
the affection ol the giuer, and not accoꝛding to the 
value ot the gifte, as the widowes mite : Luc. 21.2. 
For if there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted, accor- 
ding to that a man hath, and not according to that hee 
hath not. 

Thirdely,that it be not done with oſtentation oz 
boaſting, as hypocrites, to be ſeene ot̃men: But let 
not thy left hande know, what thy right hande doeth. 
And when ye haue done all that ye can, Say, vvee are 
vnprofitable ſeruantes, wee haue done that which was 
our duetie to doe. 


Now, eoapply theſe thinges to dur ſelnes: the 
P2opher Ezech. aggrauating the linnes ol mu 
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lem aboue the ſinnes of Samaria, pea of 9020017! 
reckneth the linnes of Sodome to be theſe, Pride, 2 76 „ 
0 Fulnss ot bread, and aboundance of Idlenes, ncither 
| did they ſtrengtheg the hand of the poore: Fo2 £539 
| which limies, hee thꝛeatneth to bring ſower grea 
plagues vpon the land: 1 he peſtilence, Famine, The kae 214 
(word, and wilde beaſtes, If dux ſinnes were compa- 
red withthe ſins of Jerulalem, our Bude, Glutto⸗ 
nie, Jdleneſſe, æ Unmercifulnes would be fonnd to 
cxceede theirs, Bow then can wee elcape the rame 
puniſhment: 

Our pude,gluttome, and couetouſneſſe, hath de⸗ 
uoured our liberalitie, euen as the ſcuen leane Kine, 
deuoured the ſeuen fat: And our Jdlenes doth make 
| vs lo to lwarme with beggers, that they are able to 
5 tate vp all the ſtoꝛe of the land, euen as the ſeuen 
leane Eares did cate vp the ſeuen full Cares of 
wheate, And can we heipe all this with our calling 
on you? may we not ſay: Who hath belieued our ſay- N 
ings? Al the day long haue we ſtreatched out our hand 
to a rebellious people that harden their heatts &c. 
We map iuſtly complaine with Avgnſtine. A's wee Aacuttine. 
goe and come, to Church a from Church, the 323002e 


A 2 1 — 2 


crie out vnto vs, that wee would mooue you to com⸗ 
| paſſion toward them, but they ſay they recciue no⸗ 
| thing from you, lo they thinke we labour in vainc a- 
| mong pou, | 

| Pet let vs conſider the hand of the Loꝛd: wi;o 


hath often ſhaken the rodde ouer vs. The eſkilence 
hath often afflicted the whole land: Let vs take it as 
a plague foꝛ our pꝛide. And 00 ſcarcitie, 02 . 
dearth 
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dearth not onely ol bꝛead, but of all other victuals, 
which now moe hardly pincheth vs, than iu many 
yeres beloꝛe: Let vs take as a cheacke of our glutto⸗ 
nie, oꝛ fulnes of bꝛead: which want, concurring with 
our Idlenes, if it ſhould bꝛing a lwoꝛde: let vs take 
it as a puniſhment of our Idlenes. Ind the deſola- 
tion which may folo w. may iuſtly be imputed to our 
vnmercikulneſſe: which that we map pꝛeuent, let vs 
follow the counſel ofthe Oꝛatoꝛ Demoſthenes to the 
Athenians, at what time Philip of Macedone beſte: 
ged their Cittie. Ne men of Athens, peehaue great 
ſtoze of money and riches, if ve will beſtow them, ye 
can want neither men noꝛ munition: So we map 
ſay to vou, in theſe great thꝛeatnings ok our foꝛraine 
enemies: Ne haue great ſtoꝛe of money and wealth, 
ifye will beſtow them, ye can want neither men noz 
munition: But. J ſay further, if pe will in time diſt⸗ 
ribute your money and wealth, with a ready and 
willing mind, acco2ding to the commaundement of 
God, yeſhall not want Gods aſſiſtance. And thus 
much fo2 the Exhoꝛtation. 


Ft followeth nom to ſpeake of the Na- 


ſon annexed to this Ex- 
hortation. 
For with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, 


VVE readeof alittle fiſh called Remora, which 
hath this lecret koꝛce, to ſtap the greteſt 8905 
in their 
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in their ſwifteſt courſe , as it dtd the ſhips of lulius 
Ceaſar, the great Monarch. This would is aſea of 
fine, toſſed with many tempeſtes, and wee are as 
ſhips ſayling to the hauen of reſt, but in this our Na- 
uigation there are many Remoracs, many lets, to 
hinder vs in our courſe of well doing. It were too 
long to recken the manpfold lets and hinderances ol 
this libe ralitie, and no leſſe time would it require to 
deliuer the ſundꝛie remedies: The chiele hinderance 
is Couetouſnes, which is io yned with a diſtruſt of 
Gods pꝛouidence, which our Sauiour Chuſt labo⸗ 
reth to remooue by many reaſons. Mar. 6. 19. Luk. 
12. 15. &c. Foʒthe couetous man feareth loſſe by gi⸗ 
uing: But almightie God pꝛomileth gaine, not one- 
ly in this would, but in the woꝛld to come. Hee that 
giueth vnto the poore, lendeth vnto the Lord, and 
looke what he layeth out, it ſhall be paide him againe. 
His bar nes ſhall be filled with aboundance, & his wine 
preſſes ſhall low ouer. The ſoule that bleſſeth ſhall bee 
made fat, and he that watereth ſhall bee watered . Hee 
that hourdeth his Corne the people willcurſe him, but 
bleſsing ſhall be vpon the head of him thatbringeth it 
forth. In the time of dearth: And fo2 the time to 
come, He layeth vp a good foundation, euen treaſure 
in heauen. 1. Tim. 6. Mat. 6. For they ſhall be receaued 
into euerlaſting Tabernacles. Luke 16. 

And therefoze Auguſtine vpon the woꝛdes of the 
Pſalme. Hee hath deſperſed abroad and giuen to the 
poore, his righteouſneſſe remaineth for euer. Marke, 
laith he, what is increaled and what is decreaſed: 
Thatis decreaſed which * muſt needes 93 

| 2 


1.Tim.4,#. 
Pro,19,17, 


Pro.3.10. 
Pro.11.25,26 


Pſal, 172.11 


C:riſuſtome, - 


)amaſe. 


Apoc.1.6. 
Pet. 2.5: 
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That izin:r2afed which hee ſhall poſleſſe eternally: 
his money was diminilhed, his righteoulneſſe in; 
creaſed. 
Aud Chriſoſtome ſaith:e that doth a good deed, 
receiueth a good turne, rather than giuet): Foꝛ hee 
receiu:tij mote than he laide out, becauſe he lendeth 
to Gd, not to men:hee increaſeth his wealth, not 
diminiſheth. For all that which is ours, is then moſt 
of all ours, when it is common to vs with our bye; 
then. | 
"Ind Damaſcen ſaith,thou giueſt but little, and re: 
ceiueſt much: thou reacheſt a penie, and receineſt a 
kingdome: thou giueſt a tranlitoꝛie thing and gay- 
neſt an eternall. Wee commend a Marchant, that 
lelleth Leade and gett:th Golde, and ſhall wee not 
coꝛnmend, yim that giuethhis mon ey to get righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe? Mee will willingly giue out one pound to 
receiue a hundzeth, and ſhall we not giue a little mo- 
ney to purchale a kingdome? But let vs returne to 
the Apoſtle. The Apoſtle ſetteth do wne fower Mo⸗ 
tiues, to induce vs to liberalitie towards the pooꝛe. 
The firſt Motiue included in his generall rca- 
ſon, is; That by diſtributing, we become Sacrificers. 
In the time ofthe law the people might not offer 
their owne Sacrifice, noꝛ appꝛoch to Gods Altar, 
but they were faine to bꝛing their offering to the 
Pꝛieſt, who by a peculiar pꝛiueledge, might p2eſent 
it to God: Now wee are kreed from this bondage, 
and are euerie one of vs conſecrated ꝛieſtes. To 


offer vp ſpirituall ſacrifice, acceptable to God through 
Ieſus Chriſt. 


The 
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Theſecond Motiue, is that our woꝛkes become 
Sacritices, Fo how can it bee but that all our good 
woꝛkes {hould be Sacrifices, When as we our ſelues 
both ſou'e and body, are holy and liuing ſacrifices. 
Rom. 12. 1. Wherein alſo there is great obdes, be⸗ 
tweene the ſacrifices oi the olde Teſtament, ⁊ ours: 
Foꝛ there, the bodies of bꝛute beaſtes were ofered in 
ſacrifice, wee oller our owne bodies, by XS ortifying 
= coꝛrupt affections, and walking in n2wn:s of 
like. | 

The third Motiue is, that our Almes Dd:edes 
are Wel plealing ſacrifices: Foꝛ When the perſons are 
accepted, the woꝛkes muſt needes be accepted: Abel 
was accepted, and therefoꝛe his ſacrifice accepted. 
Gen. 4. 4. Noah was accepted , and theretoꝛe his ſa- 
crifice accepted. Gen. 8.21, Abraham was accepted, 
and therefoze his ſacrifice accepted. Gen, 15,9, But 
who is it that maketh vs acceptable? but hee that is 
the beſt beloued, euen Jeſus Chꝛiſt.to whome t was 
ſaide; This is my beloued Sonne, in whome ] am well 
pl-aſed, Therefoze we pꝛelume not of our owne woꝛ⸗ 
thyneſle, oꝛ of the woꝛthines of our woꝛkes, but of 
the fauour of God in Chꝛiſt. Fo it can not bee, that 
any mans woꝛkes can be acceptable, till he himſelfe 


Mat, 3,17. 
Mat. 17. 


be reconciled, neither is any man accepted foꝛ him 


ſelfe, but by faith in the Mediatour Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 
The laſt Motiue, rileth out of the conſtdera- 
tion ot Gods perlon to whome our woꝛkes are ac⸗ 
ceptable,whaſe fauour excelleth the fauour of all cre- 
atures, And ſurely, if the Phariſies eſteemed great- 
ly of themlelues,becaule "_ wozkes pleaſed _ 
3 W 


Socrat.2.6, 4. 


ET, JT. 


Verſe 12 
Verſe 14. 
Verſe 75 
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how much moze ought wee to reioyce, when our 
woꝛkes pleaſe God? Foz hee is not al wales pꝛaile 
woꝛthy, whom men do commend, but he whom the 
Loꝛd commendeth 2. Cor. 10.18, pea that which is 
highly eſteemed in the light of men, is many times 
abominable in the ſight of God: Luc. 16. 15. Let 
vs therefoꝛe endeuour to pleaſe God, leſt the Phari⸗ 
lies riſe vp in iudgement againſt vs, who were lo 
carefull to pleaſe men : yealeſt the harlots con: 
demne vs, who are ſo caretull to pleaſe their louers : 
Foz which cauſe Pambus bꝛake out into teares, foꝛ 
when Athanaſius had bꝛought him out ofthe.delert, 
intothe Cittie of Alexandria: while he beheld a cer⸗ 
taine light woman curiouſly attired,and gozgeouſly 
araied, to entice her louers,he bꝛake foꝛth into tears, 
and being demanded the cauſe, of his weeping; hee 
anſwered, that two things moued him to weepe: 
The one was, becauſe he ſaw that woman runne lo 
headlong to deſtruction, with her louers: The other 
was, becauſe hee himſelfe was not ſo carefull to a- 
dozne himſelfe with vertues to pleaſe God, as ſhe 
was to decke her ſelfe with vanities, to entice men: 
Now that it may appeare, that theſe ſacrifices 
pleaſe God aboue all other, it is euident by many te⸗ 

ſtimonies of holy ſcripture. 7 
The Low by the pꝛophet Eſay, vpbꝛaiding the vn⸗ 
thankefulnes,#hypocriſte of his people, in contempt 
ok their ſacriſices laith: What haue I to doe with 
the multitude of your ſacrifices, &c? who requireth 
them at your handes &c. My ſoule hateth them &c. I 
will turne mine eyes from you &c. What is it then 
that 
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that the Loꝛd requireth! Waſh you, make you cleane, 


take away the euill of your workes from before mine 
eies: ceaſe to doe euill: learne to doe well: ſeeke 
iudgement: relieue the oppreſſed: iudge the fathers 
leſſe, and defend the widdowe: Then come and let vs 
reaſon together &c. 
In like manner the Pꝛophet Micheas, induceth 
the hypocrites,carefully enquiring how they might 
pleale God? Wherewith ſhall I come before the 
Lord? &c. And after many large offers made by the 
hypocrites, the Pꝛophet anſwereth them: He hath 
ſhewed thee O man what is good, and what the Lord 
requireth of thee: namely to doe juſtly, and to loue yes. 
mercie, & to humble thy ſelfe towalke with thy God. 

And Oſea ſetteth down this ſentence from Gods ,;... . 
owne mouth: I deſire Mercie, and not ſacrifice, æcc. 
which lentence, our Sauidur Chult alledgeth twice 
in the Golpell, Mat. 9. 13. & 12.7. 3 

And Saint Paule, commending the liberalitie of rung. 4 c3 

the Philippians in relieuing ok his neceſſity, ſaith: 
Iwas euen filled, after that Ireceiued of Epaphroditus, 
that which came from you: An odour of a ſweete 
ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, & pleaſant to God: And 
S. Iames calleth it pure deuotion. Iam, 1. 27. às it is 
befoze alledged. | | 

Toconcludetherfoze, Seeing Chuſttanity is 
not an idle pꝛofeſlion, but a buſie pzactice, alwaies 
occupped in doing good: And ſeeing among all o⸗ 
ther good woꝛkes, diſtributing to the necellitie of 
other, is a ſpeciall good wozke, not onely com- 
foztable to other, but allo pzofitable to our ſelues, c 

C4 accep⸗ 


Verſ.7 6: 


Mich, 6,6. 


